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son Raid (New Year's Day, 1896) William II despatched to President Kruger the famous telegram which was as much intended to lead to an understanding with France as satisfy the imperialistic instincts of nascent Pan-Germanism. Strasburg and Metz seemed to have been utterly forgotten. Thus, with the resignation of Bismarck and the death of Alexander III, a new movement began in Europe.     That movement was to culminate in the removal of Russia from her European spheres of influence, and her exile during a protracted period in Manchuria, where her military power was eventually to be shattered at Mukden.   Italy, continually instigated to enter upon colonial enterprises wherever she might risk colliding with England or with France, found herself in 1896 deploring the slaughter of her legions at Adowa.   France, left unmolested to pursue her African adventure, was being driven daily, almost hourly, along the fatal path leading to war with England.    She awoke in July 1898 to the tragic moment of Fashoda, when Kitchener and Marchand stood suddenly at bay in the desert. Great Britain had just beheld Manchuria and Port Arthur in the hands of her secular enemy.   Thus, by 1898, Germany, Bismarck and William II had manoeuvred so  admirably that, while maintaining intact the alliance with Austria and Italy, they had all but paralysed the Franco-Russian Alliance, infuriated Italy against France, and nearly brought on a war between France and England.   These results had been symbolized in three events of world-wide significance, which, though they had taken place in succession, may be regarded, from the point of view of historic psychology, as simultaneous. The results of German policy from  1890 to  iSgSjgrere ASoSw, Port Arthur-Manchuria and Fashoda.   But, meanwhile, beyond the boundaries of Europe, events had been taking place that did not escape the notice of the German Emperor.   1898 was also the year of the close of that SpanisjhrAmerican war which first remindeST^Wilfiain   II that pan-Germanism KM other rivals in the world than the
B